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inated against seasonal Inﬂuenza (Agrippal® S-1) before
eployment. Approximately 8% were asthmatic and 43.6%
ad past history of tobacco use. No complications or fatal
utcomes were observed among conﬁrmed cases. Presenta-
ion of FARI cases to sick call aboard a Peruvian Navy Ship,
une — July, 2009.
Conclusion: Our ﬁndings highlight the importance of the
mplementation of robust respiratory surveillance systems
board military ships for timely detection and control of res-
iratory disease outbreaks, ultimately preventing potential
issemination back to their country of origin.
oi:10.1016/j.ijid.2010.02.2094
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Background: In Brazil, few studies describe HCV preva-
ence in general population and it is estimated from 0.4 to
e
i
uternational Congress on Infectious Diseases (ICID) Abstracts
.0% in distinct regions of the country. The objective of this
tudy was to estimate the seroprevalence of hepatitis C in
he South and Southeast regions of Brazil.
Methods: A population-based survey was carried out in
he South and Southeast regions of Brazil (2007/2008), as
art of a national survey conducted in all ﬁve regions of
razil. The sample was representative of the 7 state cap-
tals in these regions and people from 10 to 69 years old
ere considered. In each capital census tracts and, then,
locks were drawn with probability proportional to size; sub-
equently a systematic sample of households was drawn and
heir residents selected. The study was approved by regional
nd national ethical committees and signed informed con-
ent was obtained. Hepatitis C antibodies (anti-HCV) was
creened by automated ELISA (AxsymTM — ABBOTT Labora-
ories) and conﬁrmed by manual test (DiaSorinTM). It was
onsidered as positive serum samples with reagent results
y both tests.
Results: A total of 7,835 individuals were investigated
rom both regions. Anti-HCV prevalence was 0.056% (95%-CI:
.000-0.167) in the age group 10-19 and 1.1% (95%- CI:0.581-
.633) in the age group 20 to 69 from South region. From
outheast region Anti- HCV prevalence was 0.112% (95%-
I:0.000-0.268) in the age group 10-19 and 0.76% (95%-
I:0.389-1.130) in the group 20-69.
Conclusion: Our data show low HCV prevalence in these
razilian regions. The occurrence of HCV in children, despite
he fact of low proportion, means that HCV prevention
easures must be improved. Sponsors: Brazilian Ministry of
ealth, Pan-American Health Organization.
oi:10.1016/j.ijid.2010.02.2095
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he EU
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Background: MedISys is an automated, web-based news
ggregator developed at the European Commission Joint
esearch Center (EC-JRC) that uses weighted keywords and
eywords combinations to collect articles of public health
nterest in 42 languages. The European Center for Dis-
ase Prevention and Control (ECDC) is mandated to detect
nd assess health threats from communicable diseases and
o strengthen Epidemic Intelligence (EI) within the EU. In
008, an internal analysis indicated that although MedISys
as rarely used to detect threats, it issued alerts faster
han human-mediated sources. Considering that real-time
creening is crucial for early threat detection, ECDC is
xploiting Medisys potential as eearly detection tool.
Methods: ECDC performed a descriptive study of MedISys,
dentifying search strategies, sources, web interface and
ser capacity as targets for improvement. To reduce the
